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DEDICATION 


To all the members of Our Lady of Consolation Parish, 
who by their zeal and sacrifice, gloriously dedicated 
this Church to her memory as our Patroness. 
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January 30, 1967 


Reverend and dear Father: 


It is a very great pleasure for me to extend to you 
my heartiest congratulations and prayerful best wishes on the 
occasion of the Dedication of the new church of Our Lady of 
Consolation. 


The erection of this church eloquently bespeaks 
diligent labor for the honor and glory of Almighty God. It 
is also indicative of the acts of loyalty and sacrifice that have 
made the new edifice possible. 


I join with all participants in the Dedication cere- 
monies in offering thanks to God for His manifold graces and 
countless blessings and pray that the clergy and laity may in 
the years to come be drawn ever closer to the Divine Master. 


With sentiments of esteem and renewed felicitations, 


I remain 


Sinc l4f yours in Christ, 


+b. 


Apostolic lega 


¢ 


Reverend Herman A. Schoudel 
Pastor 

Our Lady of Consolation Parish 
Crown Point, Indiana 


His Excellency, 
Andrew G. Grutka, D.D. 
Bishop of Gary 


12o P 8 
668 I ierce Street 


( jary, Indiana 16401 


iN, March 22, 1967 


URE CARITAS IL DELS 


Reverend Herman A. Schoudel 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish 
7721 Independence Street 
Crown Point, Indiana 46307 


Dear Father Schoudel: 


It is a delightful human trait to joyfully celebrate significant 
events and accomplishments. No occasion deserves to be commemorated 
more than the dedication of a new house of liturgical worship. 


You and your parishioners, Father Schoudel, have reason to 
rejoice in considering the spiritual and material progress that Our Lady 
of Consolation Parish has made. The humbleness of the circumstances 
that gave birth to this parish realistically recall the humility and simpli- 
city surrounding the life of its Patroness, the Mother of God. 


The people of Our Lady of Consolation Parish, laboring under 
inconveniencing handicaps have developed a spirit of loyalty and devotion 
that has expressed itself magnificently in a striking edifice dedicated to 
the worship of Almighty God. Structurally the new church is an attractive 
sight. The interior appointments worthily reflect the spirit of liturgical 
renewal created by the Second Vatican Council. 


Throughout the years the people of Independence Hill have en- 
joyed the maternal solicitude and efficacious intercession of our Heaven- 
ly Mother, first in the name of Her Immaculate Heart and presently un- 
der the title of Our Lady of Consolation. May this new house of prayer in 
honor of Our Heavenly Mother become a true beacon light for you and your 
parishioners, directing your ways to Her Divine Son. 


Yours devotedly in Christ, 


Andrew G. Grutka, Bishop of Gary 


7721 INDEPENDENCE STREET 


To the people of Our Lady of Consolation Parish, 


On the occasion of the Dedication of your new Church to Our 
Lady I feel privileged to extend my warmest and most sincere 
congratulations. 


The history of the Parish is in harmony and accord with the 
human personality of our Lord. Humility and simplicity were His 
identifying marks and so have been yours. From its beginning in 
a simple store building, continuing herein through some nineteen 
years, through repeated renovations and additions, it served the 
spiritual needs of the community. 


With the imminent growth of a "Space age Community", properly 
called Young America, new facilities and expansion became a neces- 
sity. Although the new structure might seem massive in its pro- 
portions, no special attention was given to excessive or elaborate 
design. Functional and economical consideration guided every de- 


tail, with an eye for proper decorum and beauty worthy of a House 
of God. 


So on this day you have accomplished both a dream as well as a 
necessity. My deepest gratitude for the support you have given me 
through the years allowing me to share this day with you. 

May God's blessings be yours in abundance and may Our Lady 
smile upon each of you through the years ahead. 


Most sincerely, 


Father H. A. Schoudel 


OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION CHURCH 


INDEPENDENCE HILL, CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307 


Reverend H. A. Schoudel 
Pastor 


Foreword 


The story of our parish is a chapter 
in the most exciting, the most 
fascinating, the most comforting, and 
the most consoling story ever told.... 
the story of the Church. 

Our parish, like every parish, is a 
breath of life in the Universal 
Church, sharing its life-giving powers 
with all its members. Its life is 
disseminated throughout every activity 
of its people; prayer, work, play 
and even relaxation. 

The priests and people of our parish 
have demonstrated their willingness 
to be witnesses of the Redeemer 
by their administration and 
reception of the sacraments, preaching 
by word and action, instructing 
the prospective convert as 
well as the faithful, comforting and 
assisting each other, but especially by 
celebrating together, in the love 
of God and each other, the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

This they do to fulfill the prayer of Our 
Lord at the Last Supper when He 

asked His Heavenly Father: 

“*... Not for these only do I pray, but 
for those also who through their 

word are to believe in me, that 

all may be one, even as thou, Father, 

in me and I in Thee, that they also 

may be one in Us.” (John: 17, 4-21). 


Early Years 


A number of Catholics had moved 
from Gary into the residential 
suburb called Independence Hill during 
the building boom of 1939—1941 
and many more established homes 
there after World War II. Some 
Catholics retained their membership in 
the Gary churches in the areas 
in which they had formerly resided. 
Others joined the neighboring parishes 
of St. Mary’s, Crown Point, 

SS. Peter and Paul, Turkey 
Creek, and St. Michael’s, Schererville. 

The children, most of whom 
had attended parochial schools in 
their former parishes, now 
enrolled in public schools in the area. 
Two car families were non-existent 
at this time and the family car, 
if there was one, had to be used 
by the father as transportation 
to and from work on Sunday. Many 
of the new residents of this area 
were employed in the steel mills in 
Gary, where Sunday work was quite 
common. This, then, meant that 
mother and children had to depend 
upon the charity of their 
Catholic neighbors to fulfill their 
Sunday obligation to hear Mass. 

The Most Reverend John Francis 
Noll, Bishop of Fort Wayne Diocese, 
determined to alleviate these 
inconveniences of his flock, decided 
that a new parish should be established 
to serve his people. So on July 8, 1947, 
he appointed Father Alvin Jasinski 
to establish the parish at Independence 
Hill. 

On September 12th a meeting with 
the people was held at the 
Independence Hill Fire Station. A 
census showed: 50 Catholic families, 
32 mixed marriages, 170 children- 

a total of about 400 souls. 


They were informed that the parish 
boundaries were: Route 330 (North) 
to the road past the Sanatorium 
(South), and from Harrison Street 
(East) to a point about two 

miles West. The area covered was about 
two miles long and two miles wide. 

A name for the new parish 
was discussed and the parishioners 
unanimously agreed to let Father 
Jasinski make the decision. During his 
assignment as Chaplain in the Armed 
Forces during World War II, 
he had been granted special favors 
through the intercession of the 
Blessed Mother under her title of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

He had promised her that he would 
name his first parish in her honor, if 
ever given such an opportunity. 

The members enthusiastically agreed 
and Father said he would then 

take the necessary steps to 

obtain the Bishop’s permission. 

Also at this meeting the following 
five councilmen were elected: 
William Horst, Tom Kennedy, Ed 
Schmidt, George Stofa, and 
Joseph Wirtz, and two were 
appointed: Andrew Kazimer and 
Andrew Martin. The councilmen were 
instructed to find a building 
which could be used temporarily 
as a church, and to report to 
the group. 

The ladies decided to meet and 
organize the Rosary Society 
in the parish. Mrs. Tom Kennedy 
offered to hold the first meeting at 
her home on September 18th. 


Problem of Location 


The problem of location involved 
a great difference of opinion 
among the parishioners. Some of 


Reverend Alvin Jasinski 
Founding Pastor 


the suggestions were: that the 
church should be built in 
a centrally located spot and that a 
tract of land three to eight acres 
in area should be purchased 
so that there would be room for a 
school, playground and 
necessary parish buildings in the 
future; that a large enough 
foundation be built so that it 
might be used as a temporary 
church, or the purchases be made of 
the Gary Country Club’s temporary 
building or a Quonset hut. The 
first necessary steps were to determine 
what land was available and 
the cost of building and 
land purchase. Members were canvassed 
and committees were organized 
to raise funds. 

Meanwhile, permission was given to 
use the Fire Station for a fee 
of $5.00 for temporary location and the 
first Mass was said at the Fire 
Station on Sunday, October 5, 1947. 

A second meeting was held at 
the Fire Station on September 24, 1947, 
and the following progress reports 
were given: 

Arrangements had been made, with 
the Bishop’s approval, to purchase 
the Sperling property on 79th 
and Independence Streets. The property 
consisted of a store and other 
buildings on an acre of land. Although 
this property was not ideal for 
a permanent site, it was 
the only one available and could serve 
the purpose temporarily. 

A friend from Crown Point donated a 
a bell; C. J. Kramer of Gary 
donated a used organ; Father Hammes 
purchased used pews from a parish 
in Joliet and donated them 
to the new parish. Bud Tanner took his 


“LET US BUILD A HOUSE TO THE LORD...” 


truck and, with the aid of movers 
Tom Kennedy, Andy Yerga, and Andy 
Martin, brought the pews from 

Joliet to Independence Hill. 

With tireless and reverent hands, Henry 
Doffin built the communion railing 
and, with the assistance of 

other men in the parish, built the altar 
and stands for the statues 

from used ones which had been donated 
by another parish. Mrs. Patrick 
Maloney of St. Mary’s, Crown Point, 
donated her time, talent, and 

energy in organizing and 

preparing the choir. 

On Sunday, November 16, 1947, the 
first Mass was celebrated in 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. 
Some notes from the first 
Sunday Bulletins tell the story of the 
weeks that followed: 

“Holy Masses will be celebrated at 
8:00 and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
only. Weekday Masses will 
begin when Father Jasinski is released 
from his Crown Point obligations 
and establishes residence at 
Independence Hill.” 

“The schedule of altar boys includes 
the names of R. Fetsch, R. Horst, 

J. Juknevich, F. Martin, R. Melle, 
L. Schvidt, M. Smederovac, 
and S. Soohey.” 

“C.Y.O. was organized on 
November 25th.” 

“First marriage was scheduled for 
November 29th—Peter Paul 
Ferkull and Dorothy Kupchik.” 

“Christmas Holy Masses were 
celebrated at midnight, 8:00 a.m. and 
9:00 a.m.” 

1948 was a year of many more 
“‘Firsts.”” On January 18th, Stations 
of the Cross were blessed and 
erected. A set of Benediction vestments 


First church of our parish, /!mmaculate 
Heart of Mary Church. 


We change the front on the first church 


Everyone helped in building our parish 


“THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHOULD DWELL IN TABERNACLES...” 


11 Esdras 8:13 


was donated to the parish by 
Mother Magdalen, Provincial of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Springfield, Illinois, 
(sister of parishioner Mrs. George 
Stark). 

On February Ist, vestments made by 
the women of the parish were 
blessed, and on the same day Father 
announced that SS. Peter and Paul 
Parish had donated $337.50 
to our parish fund. This sum 
represented the amount of 
donations made by members of this 
parish toward SS. Peter and 
Paul Building Fund. 

March 14th, the parish sent a 
spiritual bouquet to Bishop Noll 
on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee. 

On April 3rd, the parish began its 
weekly Saturday evening 
novena devotions to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. 

On April 4th, First Holy Communion 


was received by fourteen children 
who attended the Christian 
Doctrine class conducted by the Pastor. 
On April 7th, the parish was host, for 
the first time, to the District 
Council of Catholic Women. 
On April 10th, the rectory was 
acquired. Confessions were 
scheduled for 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays and before and after 
Novena Devotions. 
On May 2nd, The Rosary Society 
was Officially established at 
the 8:00 a.m. Mass and on May 9th, the 
Holy Name Society was established. 
Parishioners were asked to volunteer 
their services to clean and renovate 
the Rectory. 
On June 30th, Father Jasinski 
moved into the rectory. 
On July 11th, the first parish picnic 
was held. 
On August 22nd, the church was 


In 1948, this group celebrated its 
First Holy Communion in the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. 


publicly blessed and the parish 
officially dedicated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

On September 19th, the parish held 
its first Thirteen Hours of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Father 
Sergius Edgar, O.F.M., delivered the 
sermon. 

In October, Catechetical Instructions 
for public school children were 
scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays. 

On October 17th, the Deanery 
Council of Catholic men held 
their Holy Hour in our 
parish for the first time. 

October through November, the 
front of the church building was 
renovated and the sacristy 
was added. 

The first altar boys to serve at the 
Holy Mass in the parish were 
boys who had attended St. Mary’s 
School in Crown Point or SS. Peter 
and Paul School in Turkey Creek and 
had received their training there. 

These included Kenneth Fetsch, 
Robert Horst, James and Joseph 
Juknevich, Francis Martin, Roland 
Melle, Leonard Schmidt, Matt 
Smederovac, and Donald Soohey. 

Just two weeks after the first Holy 
Mass was offered in the new church, the 
Sacrament of Baptism was administered 
for the first time on November 30, 
1947, Father Alvin Jasinski 
baptized James Alvin Stofa, son of 


Change and Growth 


The simple beauty of the old church 
is reflected in this early photo. 


Father Jasinski proudly poses with 
the 1949 First Holy 
Communion Class. 


George Stofa and Helen Soohey Stofa. 
The godparents were Emery and 
Dorothy Vernarsky of 

Holy Trinity Parish, Gary, Indiana. 

On November 29, 1947, the first 
Sacrament of Matrimony was 
administered in the church 
when Dorothy Kupchik of the parish 
exchanged marriage vows with 
Paul Ferkull in the presence of 
Father Alvin Jasinski. 

In June of 1949, Father Jasinski was 
assigned to Highland and on 
July 7, 1949, Father William Plotzki 
was designated to assume the 
duties of pastor of the parish. 

Though he remained less than four 
years, his work left its mark. 

Father Bill possessed a priestly zeal 
and concern for his parishioners 
which could not be excelled. The work 


so well begun by Father Jasinski, 
the “pioneer priest of the Hill’’ was 
destined to be continued by 
Father Plotzki. The initial problems of 
organizing a parish no longer 
existed, but the problems 
had not disappeared—they had only 
changed. 
Major improvements were essential, 
but they would prove too 
costly unless done by the diligence and 
toil of the parishioners themselves. 
The parish, as well as the 
whole country, suffered a long 
steel strike. This was not only a 
financial blow to the parish, but also 
brought about a deterioration of 
the hopes for the fulfillment 
of the parish dream for a new church. 
Financial records bear the mark 
of the effort. They tell the story 


of hours, days, weeks, and 

months of patient work. The men rolled 
up their sleeves and used the gifts of 
time, strength, and energy to 

improve God’s House. 

Realizing that social affairs were an 
integral part of the life of the parish, 
and that the parish hall was the 
scene of these activities, 

Father Plotzki set about enlarging the 
church basement to make it more 
attractive for meetings and 

social affairs. 

The only money spent on these 
projects was the cost of the 
materials, and even much of this was 
obtained at a discount due to 
Father’s efforts. 

A record of the reports sent to the 
Bishop show the following financial 
status during these years: 


In 1949, from July to December, 
receipts $5,602.18 and expenses 
$5,391.16. Indebtedness was 

$15,700 and cost of the new addition 
was $355.13. In 1950, receipts 
$13,665.06, and expenses $13,640.06. 
In 1951, receipts $11,856.45 and 
Expenses $11,223.15. In 1952, receipts 
were $12,499.13, expenses $12,262.40. 

On February 17, 1953, Father 
Plotzki was assigned to the parish at 
LaOtta,thus putting an end to the 
second chapter of the history 
of the parish. 

Records show that on February 6, 
1949, Mrs. Anna (August) Abraham was 
buried. Hers was the first funeral 
Mass celebrated in the church. 

Anna was the wife of August Abraham 
and the mother of several grown 
children. 

Within a few weeks Mrs. Simon 
Puskac and Mrs. Amelia (Walter) 
Juknevich passed on to their eternal 
rewards. These women were members of 
the Rosary Society and active 
parishioners. 


A New Pastor 


On February 17, 1953, Father 
Roman Wojcicki was named as pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 

By this time the parish had 
grown in number. 

The sacrifices and generosity of the 
parishioners made it possible after 
some time to completely 
liquidate the parish debt. But certain 
improvements could be made on 
the church grounds, and within 
the church itself, to give it an 
atmosphere more conducive to the spirit 
of devotion that the House of God 
rightfully deserves. 

Also funds were saved adequate 


enough to pay in full the cost 
of a land purchase which was to become 
the permanent site of the parish. 

When Father Wojcicki arrived in the 
parish, the people had to adjust to 
a new personality. At the first 
Mass he offered in the parish, he asked 
that the motto “Unity and 
Cooperation” be adopted for the year 
1953 and promised God’s blessing 
on all who lived up to this motto. 

In April, an altar, canopy, platform, 
pews, and communion railing were 
donated to the church by 
St. Adalbert’s Parish, Whiting. 

In July, the weekly Novena 
Devotions to the Immaculate Heart 
were changed to monthly devotions— 
to be held on the first Saturday of the 
month. This was done in the hope 
of increasing the attendance at 
the devotions. At the end of 
the year, the financial report showed 
receipts of $15,002.78, expenses of 
$14,168.21, and a debt of $6,720. 

In January, Father Wojcicki became 
ill and was hospitalized. Father 
Vernon Rosenthal was assigned to serve 
as interim-pastor until Father 
Wojcicki was able to resume his 
duties. Father fully recuperated and 
once again took up his pastoral 
duties on June 6th. Father Rosenthal 
was then assigned to serve as 
assistant pastor at St. Paul’s Parish, 
Valparaiso. 

The largest group baptism in the 
history of the parish was performed in 
1955 when Father Wojcicki 
baptized the wife and seven children 
of Frank Shebat. 

In early spring, the parish hall was 
completely painted. The Rosary 
Society purchased the paint, Holy Name 
members George Leshk, Chester 
Sikora, and Andrew Martin 


Father Wojcicki receives a gift 
from a parishioner. 


A festive crowd attended our first 
parish picnic. 


directed the work, and the members of 
T.A.P.S. wielded the paint brushes. 

In September a census taken of the 
parish children of school age showed 
the following: 55 children at St. 
Mary’s, Crown Point; two at 
Holy Trinity, Gary; one at St. Hedwig’s, 
Gary; twenty-nine in Merrillville 
Grade Schools; fourteen in Merrillville 
High School; and one at Bishop Noll 
High School. 


“FOR THE GLORY OF THE LORD HAD FILLED THE HOUSE OF GOD.” 
11 Par. 5:14 


essed Sacrament Chapel is highlighted by a California 
drift-stone wall and bright red carpeting. 


The BI 


Deanery is Founded 


On September 18, 1955, the Crown 
Point Deanery was founded. Members 
of the parish were elected to 
important offices in the Deanery 
Council of Catholic Men and 
Women. George Leshk became First 
District Vice President, and 
Carl Griffin, Sr., Chairman of Civic and 
Social Activities of the men’s group, 
and Mrs. Andrew Martin became 
President of the newly-organized 
women’s group. 

On December 8th, the first evening 
Mass was celebrated at 7:00 P.M. 

The financial report showed 
receipts of $14,992.42, expenses 
of $14,834.22. 

On July 8th, 1959, Father Wojcicki 
was assigned to another parish in 
Otis, Indiana and Father Leo 
Armbruster was appointed 
pastor by Bishop Andrew G. Grutka. 
Another steel strike was threatening. 
The outlook was so serious that 
the bishop had ordered daily 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. By 
August 23rd, when settlement of the 
strike had not been reached, Holy 
Mass was offered in the evenings 
as well as in the mornings in 
petition for an end to the strike. 

For the convenience of the 
parishioners, daily confessions each 
morning before Mass were begun on 
September 6th. This was in 
addition to the regularly scheduled 
confessions on Saturdays. 

September 14th brought the opening 
of Andrean High School—the Catholic 
High School in the community for 
which the faithful had long prayed and 
pleaded. 

On September 18, 1959, fifteen acres 
of land were purchased on Route 55, 
south of Route 30, as a future 
site of the parish. 


Beginning the first Sunday in 
October, religious instructions for high 
school students were held immediately 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays. 

A junior choir of 7th and 8th grade 
girls was organized. 

The Holy Name Society purchased 
new cassocks for the altar boys. 

In 1960 religious instructions for 
grade school children were scheduled 
for 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays. 

On January 28th, the Catholic Order 
of Foresters established a Court in 
the parish. An annual bulletin 
giving all pertinent information was 
printed for the first time. It listed all 
officers of parish organizations, 
ushers, altar boys, choir 
members, organists, and a detailed 
financial statement. 

In February, Holy Mass was 
scheduled for Friday evenings at 7:00 
p.m. in addition to daily morning 
Masses. 

On February 23rd, a building fund 
was Officially started. 


Father Wojcicki, shown with two 
parishioners, was named pastor of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 

in 1953 and served there until 1959. 


In March, Father Armbruster 
announced that Holy Masses on First 
Friday evenings would be offered for the 
intentions of contributors to the 
building fund for as long as he 
remained pastor of this parish. 


In the summer of 1960, Father 
raffled off his car for the benefit of the 
building fund. 


On August 21st, a platform, railing, 
and cabinets were made and 
donated to the parish by 
Mr. Peter Schramm. 


On September 11th, instructions for 
grade school children attending 
public schools were scheduled 
for 1:00 p.m. on Saturdays for the 
convenience of the Sisters who were 
giving the instructions. 
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“| HAVE BUILT A HOUSE TO HIS NAME, THAT HE MIGHT DWELL THERE FOR EVER.” 
11 Par. 6:2 
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Lightly stained laminated wood beams intensify the feeling 
of spaciousness in the new church. 


First Holy Communion Day, and our parish youngsters receive 
the Holy Eucharist for the first time. A happy day for 
youngsters and religious alike. 


Ps. 118:1,24 


Dedication Day, 
August 27, 1967, 

And we come together 
to thank God 

for this Church 

of Our Lady 

of Consolation. 


“= 
= 
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Our Sisters and priests have been an inspiration for our young 
people and adults alike in giving to us by their example and 
teaching, a greater understanding and deeper appreciation 


of the Holy Eucharist. 


Father Armbruster showed his 
concern for the people’s impatience to 
begin building a new church by 
displaying an amazing degree of thrift. 

Father’s interest was not limited 
to financial matters. His priestly 
solicitude for the eternal 
salvation of all he met was a source of 
constant inspiration. His ability to 
give his people a clearer 
understanding of the teaching of the 
Church in current moral probiems 
as well as doctrine was evidenced 
by the interest in his Sunday 
sermons as well as attendance at the 


adult inquiry classes, which he conducted. 


Tentative plans for the new church 
were drawn, but before they were 


completed, the hopes of the members of 


the parish were shattered by the 
announcement that the pastor had been 
appointed to another field of 
endeavor. A tearful parish bade him a 
fond farewell a few days before he 
left on April 30, 1963. Father 
Armbruster received a new 
assignment to Notre Dame Parish, 
Michigan City, Indiana. At this 

time the building fund had 

reached $70,000. 

The brevity of tenure makes the 
account of the first four pastorates 
noticeably brief, but the fruitfulness of 
their activity gave a more abundant 
source for the next pastorate. 


Progress is Slow 


Father Herman Schoudel was 
appointed the new pastor on April 30, 
1963, and immediately started 
plans for the new building. 

His path was not strewn with roses, 
however. One frustration after 
another seemed to block his 
path of progress. Suggestions were made 


a 


The triangular shaped planes begin to take form as work progresses on the 


Plans for a New Church 


new church, but nature's forces can also destroy. Storm damage. 


to change the site of the planned 
building program; leaders of 
the parish vehemently disagreed about 
the site, the type of structure, the 
inclusion and exclusion of 
school and convent, and many other 
details. When the original site was 
once again agreed upon, plans 
to build a highway through or adjacent 
to the land threatened to interfere 
with the plans. Then a lack of 
water and sewage facilities 
blocked progress. Then rumors that the 
Council of Vatican II would make 
drastic changes in church 
building design caused delay. In 1965 
seven acres adjacent to the original 
site were purchased. 

Finally, all obstacles were overcome 
and ground was broken in the fall 
of 1965. In the fall of 1966, the 


cornerstone was blessed by 

Bishop Grutka and the name of the 
church was changed, under the 
patronage of the Blessed Mother, to the 
title of Our Lady of Consolation. 

The Most Reverend Andrew G. 
Grutka, D.D., Bishop of Gary, solemnly 
dedicated the church at 4:00 p.m. on 
the afternoon of August 27, 1967. 

Now, in retrospect, the parishioners 
realize the need for, and appreciate 
the delay of, almost twenty 
years—the fulfillment of the dream is 
greater than anyone had hoped for. 
The Church of Our Lady of 
Consolation on Independence Hill is a 
model of the latest, liturgically 
correct, church architecture— 
beautiful and a source of inspiration for 
all who will come to worship and 
glorify God. mS 


“TO THEE, O LORD, | TURN MY FACE, TO THEE I DIRECT MY EYES...” 


The culmination of years of struggle, and we gather together 
as the People of God to give thanks for this day. 


St. Luke 21:38 


PARISH GROUPS 


The laity are gathered together in the 
People of God and make up the Body 
of Christ under one head. Whoever 
they are they are called upon, as 
living members, to expend their 
energy for the growth of the Church 
and its continuous sanctification ... 


Vatican Council I! 
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Our Dedication Book and Celebration Committee 


A group of our Foresters 


Some of the members of our Boy Scout Troop 
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The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine is... j 
| . 
Our Parish Organists 


A group of our Commentators 


Conducted in our parish... 


For all the children... 


“THIS GATE IS THE LORD’S; THE JUST SHALL ENTER IT.” 
Ps. 118:1,20 


The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is one of the most beautiful in the diocese. 


Our rectory office secretary. 


Two active groups 
are the N.C.C.W. 


and the Men’s Club. 


Our Altar Boys. 


Our Lady of Consolation Church 
is a source of dignity 

and beauty, 

enhanced by wood beams 

and graceful lines. 


“THIS GATE IS THE LORD’S; THE JUST SHALL ENTER IT.” 
Ps. 118:1,20 


The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is one of the most beautiful in the diocese. 


Our rectory office secretary. 


Two active groups 
are the N.C.C.W. 
and the Men’s Club. 


Our Altar Boys. 


Our Lady of Consolation Church 
is a source of dignity 

and beauty, 

enhanced by wood beams 

and graceful lines. 


“How awesome is this place! 
This is none other than 

the house of God; 

this is the gate of heaven.”’ 
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SOLEMN DEDICATION 


of 
Our Lady of Consolation Church 


Independence Hill, Crown Point, Indiana 


August 27th, 1967 
4:00 P. M. 


The Most Reverend Andrew G. Grutka D. D., Bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Gary, presiding 


Assistants to the Bishop: 
Father Leo Armbruster, Notre Dame Church, Michigan City, Former Pastor. 


Father Fred Sohn C. S. B., Andrean High School, representing the Priests 
who assist at the Parish. 

Masfer of Ceremonies: «icc os ewes cess comeee tienes Very Reverend Vincent Lengrich 
St. Joseph Church, Hammond. 


Commientator so cacce scape ies mewwew ssatie re cme se cteate cm emeees Mr. Martin Sohovich 


Procession and assisting at the Altar ............--- eee eee Parish Altar Boys 


Music: Parish Choir ... Director, Mr. Leo Govert 
Capuchin Seminary Choir . . . Director, Father Giles O. F. M. Cap. 
Organist . . . Mr. Richard Hanle 
Honor Guard to the Bishop: 
Parish Ushers 
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus 
Catholic Order of Forresters 


Offertory Procession ..........00sseeeeeeeere Officers of the Parish Organizations 


CELEBRATION BANQUET 


Andrean High School Gymnasium 
6:30 P. M. 


Invocation — Pastor Donald Weber 
Emmanual Lutheran Church, Gary 
Master of Ceremonies — Mr. Michael Poncsak 
Our Lady of Consolation Commentator 


Introduction of Celebrities attending 
Remarks from a former Pastor — Father Leo Armbruster 


Main Speaker — Very Reverend Msgr. Alvin Jacinski 
St. Marks Church, Gary, Founder and First Pastor of the Parish 


Closing Remarks — Father H. A. Schoudel, present Pastor 


Benediction — Reverend Michael C. Maietta, Jr. 
Independence Hill Presbyterian Church 


Our New Church 


Our Lady of Consolation Church is 
located on a twenty-acre site that 
gently slopes down to the road 
at the west edge of the property. The 
architectural firm of Donald W. 

Nolan and Robert G. Clark placed the 
building almost 200 feet from 

State Highway 55, in order to create 
a landscaped area to complement 

the structure and to serve as a 

buffer against traffic noises. 

A dynamic roof shape was employed 
so that both an exciting interior 
space and a bold facade would be 
produced. The roof, which is composed 
of triangular shaped planes, has a 
long continuous ridge which 
starts from a height of twenty feet at 
the back, and soars to a height of 
almost fifty feet at the front 
of the church. 

Triangular strips of stained-glass, set 
in bronze anodized aluminum sash, 
were placed below each of the 
four gable-roofed corners. The building 
corner facing the road has a massive 
wall of California drift-stone, 
which resembles a ship’s prow. The 
remaining exterior walls are face 
brick, the color of which is 
complementary to that of the stone. 

The plan of the church is basically 
a square, measuring 110 feet on 
each side, with low flat-roofed 
vestibules located at the north and 
south corners of the square, and a 
larger flat-roofed element, containing 
the narthex, baptistry, Blessed 
Sacrament chapel, boiler room, vesting 
sacristy and rest rooms at the 
east corner. 

Upon entering the narthex, one 
becomes aware of the warmth 
and richness of the natural materials 
that were used as interior finishes. 

The cinnamon colored quarry 


“BEHOLD HOW GOOD IT IS... WHERE BRETHREN DWELL AT ONE...” 
Ps. 132:1 


The Ground-Breaking 
Celebration Committee. 


Some of our Parish Officers. 
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Subdued tones and a stark crucifix accentuate the mensa, a 
truly beautiful altar, built for the Glory of God. 


tile floor extends from the narthex into 
the adjacent rest rooms and into the 
baptismal niche. The wall of this 

niche is heavily textured driftstone and 
the remaining walls of the narthex 

are face brick. The ceiling of 

this space, as well as that of the side 
vestibules, is composed of lightly 
stained laminated wood beams and 
v-grooved wood deck. A driftstone wall 
behind the altar, and bright red 
carpeting highlight the 

Blessed Sacrament chapel. 

The spatial feeling is dramatically 
changed as one leaves the narthex 
and enters the nave. Two huge 
laminated wood arches rise from the 
floor line and intersect at a point 
in the middle of the nave and thirty feet 
above the floor. These two arches are 
the main structural elements, and ~ 
are some of the largest of their ‘ 
type ever made. The lines of the 
exposed laminated wood beams and 
wood deck visually intensify the 
shape of each roof plane, and 
totally they create an interesting and 
powerful space. 

The nave floor gently slopes eee 
downward toward the sanctuary located 
in the west corner of the nave. The 
pew aisles and sanctuary platforms are = — 
carpeted. The nave walls are of the : 
same face brick with a continuous band 
of vinyl covering located above the 
brick and extending around the 
perimeter of the room. Stations of the 
Cross are mounted on this perimeter 
band. The stained-glass windows, 
containing various hues of blue 
and green, are located above the band, 
at each corner of the nave. The 
altar, which is simply executed in 
white marble aggregates, is accented by 


\ 
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Our Altar and Rosary Sodality. 


Our Parish Choir. 


a tall curved back wall covered by 

a brushed gold-olored vinyl. 

Free standing panels of driftstone are 
positioned at the two lower points 
of this wall, and the main sacristy is 
located behind it. The tapestry on 
the reredos wall and the other 
sanctuary furnishings are simple 

and elegant. 

The nave lighting consists of surface 
mounted cylinder shaped fixtures 
and flood lights. A speaker system is 
deftly concealed in the canopy, 
which is suspended above the altar. 
The entire building is air-conditioned. 

Another prominent element on the 
site is the free standing bell tower, 
which is between the church and 
the road. The tower is constructed of 
weathering steel, which over a 
period of time will darken in color 
until it reaches a permanent and 


deep russet brown tone. The 
structure rises from its base on four 
legs, tapers to a point and then 
continues vertically in the form of an 
aluminum cross, until it reaches 


Our Parish Ushers have increased to 40 members. 


A Parish Carnival. Always a source of wholesome fun for all. 


its full height of seventy-five 

feet. A concealed speaker system for 
the electrical carillon and a large 
exposed bronze bell are contained in 
the tower. 


A California drift-stone wall forms the background for the baptismal font. 


“Behold the dwelling of God with men.” 
Apocalypse 21:3 
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--HONOR ME+| 


HE MORE WILL 
BLESS YOU-+ | 


“The more you honor me, the more will | bless you.” 
The statue of the Infant of Prague is accorded 


a place of honor in our church. 


Constructed of aggregated marble, 
the lectern stands at the right 
of the sanctuary. 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


In the World 


In this particular instance, the history 
of the Church must be, of necessity, 
merely fragmentary. 

Almost 2,000 years ago, on Mount 
Olivet, the day of His Ascension, 
Christ commanded His Apostles: “Go 
into the whole world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” 

(Mark, 14:15). Today, a visible sign of 
the fulfillment of this Divine Command 
is the dedication of the Church of 

Our Lady of Consolation. 

The years between these two events 
tell the story of how, in spite of 
opposition and persecution, 
heresies and schisms, the Church strode 
vigorously and triumphantly 
forward—from a dozen apostles to 
over 584 million Catholics, from a 
tiny plateau in a forsaken land 
to the greatest cities and mightiest 
countries in the world. 

Every known part of the world, no 
matter how sparse its Catholic 
population, is under delegated 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction. Our Holy 
Father, the Pope, as head of the 
Universal Church, appoints a 
Bishop or Vicar Apostolic, to minister 
to the spiritual needs of the faithful. 


In the United States 


An Italian Catholic, Christopher 
Columbus, sailed under the flag of 
Catholic Spain and implanted the Cross 
of Christ on the America he discovered 
in 1492. A hundred years later, 

French Catholics founded Quebec, 
established their missionary 
headquarters and, soon after, their 
diocese of Quebec. The French Jesuits, 
with Montreal as their headquarters, 
brought and nurtured the Faith 


to the land we now call the 

United States of America, and 
particularly to the area in which today’s 
event is taking place. Aiding the 
French, the Spanish Catholic 
missionaries worked their way north 
from Mexico and South America. 

The miracle of the growth of 
Catholicity in this country is due to the 
vitality of the Church with which 
she was endowed by her Founder. In 
1784, when Father John Carroll 
was consecrated first Bishop 
of the United States and given 
jurisdiction of the Diocese of Baltimore 
which encompassed not only the 
thirteen colonies but also all 
the western territories, he 
estimated the number of Catholics in 
the United States to be 38,000 
with 24 priests to minister to 
them (p. 14, History of Fort Wayne— 
Noll). Maryland had 16,000; 
Pennsylvania had 7,000; and the rest 
of the states and territories, 15,000. 

Of the twenty-four priests, 
eleven were Maryland-born Americans; 
five were from England; five were 
from Germany; and one each 
came from Ireland, Belgium and 
Luxemburg. Today in the United States 
we have over forty million Catholics. 
There are five cardinals; forty-two 
archbishops; 269 bishops; forty- 
four abbots; 35,000 diocesan priests and 
over 22,000 religious priests; over 
12,000 brothers; over 180,000 
sisters; and more than 48,000 
seminarians. There are more than 
17,000 parishes; more than 10,000 
chapels; and over 4,000 missions. There 
are 295 colleges and universities; over 
2,000 high schools; and more than 
10,000 parochial elementary 
schools. There are 944 Catholic 
hospitals; 337 schools for nurses; 


571 seminaries; over 200 orphanages; 
and more than 300 homes for the aged. 
All this growth has taken place in 

less than 200 years since the 

Catholic Church was officially 
established in this country. 


In Indiana 


Catholic missionaries had worked 
among the Indians and white trappers, 
explorers, and settlers since the 
early 17th Century. The City of Gary’s 
Marquette Park, with its statue of 
Father Marquette, commemorates his 
overnight camp at that site in 1675. 

Tradition tells us that the first white 
man to visit what is now the state 
of Indiana was a French missionary who 
came from the old French mission 
ot St. Joseph on Lake Michigan. He 
came among the Miamis (Fort Wayne) 
probably in 1675 (p. 47 History of 
Indiana, Goodrich and Tuttle). 

“Many priests labored in the wilds of 
what are now the states of Indiana 
and Illinois from the year 1702, 
the year that Forts Vincennes, St. Mary 
(now Fort Wayne), and Ouintanon 
were established.” (p. 46, A History 
of Catholicity in the State of 
Indiana, Col.Charles Blanchard). 

“The first religion of Indiana, after 
its emergence into the daylight of 
history, was that of the Roman 
Catholic Church, brought hither by 
those missionaries of New France who 
followed the lakes and watercourses 
leading to the valley of the Wabash. 
The earliest of these priests was 
Father Allouez, a Jesuit, who built a 
crude missionhouse on the St. Joseph 
River near the present site of 
Notre Dame University. The ground on 
which this mission stood is the oldest 
recorded land grant in the territory 


comprising Indiana’s present 

limits. It was made in 1686 to the 
Jesuit Missions with the condition that 
they erect a house and chapel there 
within three years.” (Catholic 
Encyclopedia). 

Even before the Declaration of 
Independence was signed, a native of 
Indiana, Anthony Foucher, was 
ordained a priest by the Bishop of 
Quebec. Father Foucher was born near 
Lafayette and was ordained on 
October 30, 1774. He has the 
distinction of being the first American 
born in the western territory to 
receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders. 

In 1785, Father Peter Gibault, the 
pioneer priest-patriot, who worked 
with George Rogers Clark who 
did so much to keep the Northwest 
Territory for the United States, 
established residence at Vincennes 
and remained there until October. 

In 1810, Father Flaget was 
consecrated Bishop of Bardstown, 
Kentucky. This newly established See of 
Bardstown included all of the 
Northwest Territory. Bishop Flaget had 
eight priests to help him care for the 
souls of this area. 

In 1834, Father Simon Gabriel Brute 
was made Bishop of Vincennes 
Diocese which included all of Indiana 
and a part of Illinois. He had an 
unfinished, unplastered building as a 
cathedral, a one-room dwelling; 
four priests in his diocese, and a little 
academy staffed by four Sisters of 
Charity. In the few short years 
before his death, he obtained 
twenty priests and seminarians from 
Europe, he established a college, 
seminary, orphanage, and free 
school. He also aided his people and 


clergy to build a number of churches. 
Bishop Celestine Rene de la 

Hailandiere followed Bishop Brute. 

During his administration, the 

University of Notre Dame was founded. 
In 1844, the Diocese of Vincennes 

was reduced to the state of Indiana. 
In 1857, the See was again divided. 

Bishop Maurice de St. Palais remained 

Bishop of Vincennes Diocese, which 

included all of the southern half 

of the state, and the northern 

half of the state became the 

Diocese of Fort Wayne. 


Fort Wayne Diocese 


Father Stephen Theodore Badin, the 
apostle-missionary of northern Indiana, 
was the first priest to be ordained by 
Bishop Carroll in the United States. 

After the death of Bishop Dwenger in 
1893, Bishop Rademacher became 
Bishop of Fort Wayne. He died 
in 1900 and was followed by Bishop 
Herman Joseph Alerding, during whose 
episcopate Lake County and the 
cities of Gary and East Chicago 
sprouted so rapidly. 

In 1922, Pius XI became pope. 
During his reign, the noted defender of 
the Faith, John Francis Noll, became 
Bishop of Fort Wayne. He was 
consecrated on June 30, 1925. In 1944, 
Indiana was made a distinct province 
and Indianapolis became an arch- 
diocese. At the same time, two 
new dioceses were created—Lafayette 
and Evansville. The present Diocese 
of Gary remained part of the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne under Bishop 
Noll. In 1953, Reverend Noll was 
made Archbishop, but this was 
an honor bestowed on him personally 
and did not change the diocese to 


Our patroness, Our Lady of 
Consolation. Statue at the national 
shrine in Carey, Ohio. 
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Located on a twenty-acre site that gently slopes down to 
the road, our church is truly a magnificent House of God. 


an archdiocese. Archbishop Noll 
died on July 31, 1956. 

The next year, on February 25, 
1957, Fort Wayne Diocese was divided. 
Bishop Pursley, who had been 
Auxiliary Bishop of Fort Wayne, was 
made Bishop of Fort Wayne. 
Monsignor Andrew G. Grutka, pastor of 
Holy Trinity Church of Gary, was 
consecrated first Bishop of the 
newly-established See of Gary. 


Lake County 


Lake County, as it is known today, 
was formed in 1837. However, 
almost 200 years previously, 
on November 1, 1674, Father Jacques 
Marquette offered the first Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass on soil which is 
now a part of Lake County. In 1834, 
Solon Robinson and a number of others 
claimed and settled land in this area. 
Records show that in 1835 Mrs. 
Harriet Warner, a widow with two 
children, started a public school. In 
1836, a Squatters Union was formed to 
bring an end to the practice of 
unprincipled speculators claiming land 
which was already under cultivation. 
The influx of industrious settlers 
and their determination to make of this 
marshy timberland a successful farm— 
and grazing—land resulted in the 
building of a railroad by 1861. 
This provided easy and quick trans- 
portation of grain and stock to market. 
The year 1861 also brought about 
the loss of about 10 per cent of 
the population because of the Civil War. 
In 1837, when Lake County was 
officially established, the first Catholic 
church was also started in what is 
now known as the town of St. John. At 
this time Indians still roamed the 
area. Most of them were Catholic, 


friendly fishermen and hunters 
who traded with the white men and 
bore no resentment toward them. 

Some French settlers had remained 
with the Pottowatomie since 1680, 
and their descendants, too, were 
scattered about the area. 

John Hack and his family built the 
first Catholic church in the area on 
their farm on what is now Route 
41, south of the Lincoln Highway. The 
church was dedicated to St. John 
and the town which built around it was 
also named St. John. Catholics from 
miles around gathered to participate in 
the Mass in the little log-cabin church 
which John Hack built and dedicated 
to his patron saint. Driving to 
church in those days meant 
fording streams and marshes in 
the summer or by horse-drawn sleigh in 
the winter. This log-cabin church had 
been moved to the Lake County 
Fairgrounds where it remained 
for many years. It has now 
been taken to the Capuchin Seminary of 
St. Mary in St. John, where it is 
reverently cared for by the 
Capuchin priests and brothers. 

In 1889, the parishes of SS. Peter and 
Paul at Turkey Creek and St. Mary 
in Crown Point were established 
and records tell us that there were now 
eight priests in the County. 


Indiana’s Date Line of Catholicity 


1674: Father Marquette camped 
overnight at what is now 


Marquette Park. 


1679: Louis Hennepin and Gabriel 
de la Ribourde entered Indiana. 
1686: Land near the present site of 


i732: 


1778: 


£793; 


1834: 


1840: 


1842: 


1843: 


1853: 


1857: 


1860: 


1944: 


1947: 


I9S7: 


1967: 


Notre Dame University at 
South Bend was given to the 
Jesuits by France for a mission. 
Church of St. Francis Xavier 
founded at Vincennes. 

Father Gibault helped George 
Rogers Clark in the campaign 
against the British during the 
conquest of the Northwest 
Territory. 

Father John Francis Rivet 
built the first school in Indiana 
at Vincennes. 

Diocese of Vincennes, later 
Indianapolis, established. 
Sisters of Providence founded 
the St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
College for women at 

South Bend. 

University of Notre Dame was 
founded by Holy Cross Fathers. 
Immigration of German 
farmers to Indiana swelled its 
Catholic population. 

First Benedictine community 
in the state was established 

at St. Meinrad. 

Diocese of Fort Wayne was 
established (now known as 
Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Diocese). 

Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral at Fort Wayne was 
dedicated. 

Indianapolis was raised to the 
rank of Archdiocese. 

Diocese of Lafayette was 
established. 

Diocese of Evansville was 
established. 
Parish of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary was established. 

Diocese of Gary was 
established. 

Parish of Our Lady of 
Consolation was dedicated. 


Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 


Much sacrifice on the part of parents, 
teachers and children has been 


necessary to continue the program, 
but in spite of these handicaps, the 
cooperation of all has made it 
possible to carry on. 

The results of these instructions 
cannot be measured in worldly 
terms. Only God can judge how much 
the teachers have done to bring 
His children nearer to Him, 
and only He can adequately reward 
them. The parish, however, is 
grateful for the time and 
effort given by the teachers to help the 
parents instruct their children to 
know, love, and serve God. 

The shortage of Catholic school 
facilities for parish children, the 
shortage of Sisters available for Saturday 
and Sunday religious instructions, 
and the consequent number of 
children attending public school has 
always demanded a zealously organized 
program of catechetical instructions 
outside of school hours, 


A program of the Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine was, therefore, 

a necessity to reach every child 

of the parish attending public school. 
Women of the parish attended 
diocesan C.C.D. courses for 

teachers in order to acquire sufficient 
knowledge of doctrine and teaching 
techniques not only to teach the 
principles of our Faith to the 
children, but also to instill 

in them a love for God and a desire to 
do His will. 

In September, 1963, the first group 
of lay instructors in the C.C.D. 
program began class. The teachers who 
unhesitatingly gave of their time 
and effort not only to attend 
weekly instructions themselves, but 
also to prepare and teach a one hour 
class each week were the following: 
Ist grade, Miss Rita Kolan; 2nd grade, 
and First Holy Communion Class, 
Mrs. Andrew Martin; 3rd and 4th 
grade, Mrs. Charles Brislen; 

Sth and 6th grade, Mrs. Robert Reed; 


The Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine group of lay instructors is 
an integral part of our parish program. 


and 7th and 8th grade, Mrs. William 
Ward. Substitute teachers included 
Miss Susan Martin, Mr. Robert 
Reed, and Mr. William Horst. 

The next year brought more women 
as well as high school girls into the 
program. Added to the original 
group were: Mrs. Raymond 
Echterling, Mrs. Howard Dike, Mrs. 
Jerome Renehan, Miss Carol Fedorchak, 
Miss Shirley Fedorchak, Miss Holly 
Hufford, Miss Dale Parsons, Mrs. 
Robert Carstens, Mrs. K. Keiser, 

Mr. R. Fortunak, Mrs. D. Carstensen, 
Mrs. C. Utley, and Miss Margie 
Poncsak. 


In September, 1966, Mrs. R. 
Lankford, Mrs. E. Hirsh and Mrs. R. 
Sharpe joined the teaching staff. 

The classes have been conducted 
under trying circumstances for 
teachers and pupils. Since there are no 
schoolrooms, instructions are given 
in the church, with the children 
sitting in the pews, or in the church 
basement where the children must 


sit on benches without backrests. 

By tradition, we believe there is 
nothing too good for the House of God. 
However we believe too that it 
need not imitate the classic and costly 
architectural style of medieval 
cathedrals. Functional simplicity 
and efficiency can be 
achieved without sacrifice of beauty. 
Economy, too, is served when 
sound solid material is 
utilized and structural stability is 
guaranteed. We have tried to the best of 
our ability for the last two years, 
without regard of time or effort 
to incorporate these qualifications into 
the structure you are using today. 
Now that we have accomplished some 
physical development, we are 
just as much concerned about the 
goodness of the lives that worship 
herein, and that this Church is an 
outward expression of what 
exists within your hearts. The Kingdom 
of God is primarily established there. 

Our story is not merely the story of 
human accomplishment. It is most 
of all a story of Divine Providence 
watching over His children with tender 
loving care; consoling them in 
their sorrows and disappointments, 
rejoicing with them in their 
joys, forgiving their weaknesses and 
their ingratitudes, and always 
leading them gently but firmly to the 
fulfillment of their prayers, 
sacrifices, hopes, and dreams. 

This divine-human story of Our Lady 
of Consolation Parish is in the 
nature of a profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ and His promises. 

To write the story of this parish as it 
was to live this story—is to bear 
witness to Our Lord’s solemn 

promise to be with the Church forever. 
Certainly, the whole life of a good 


Catholic in his home, his parish, 

his community, is witness to 

Christ living in the Church. The 
members of Our Lady of Consolation 
Parish have lived as witnesses of 


the truth in the profession and 


practice of their faith. 

Our parish, like every parish, 
“journeys through history carrying 
within herself... the fullness of divine 
revelation. . . the parish community 
is the Holy Church, the People 
of God, the kingdom of the 
Messiah, the Family of the Baptized as 
it lives in this place, in the midst of 
the world community.” (The Parish, 
From Theology to Practice, 
pp. 38, 62). 


parish. He has given us priestly 
priests—five pastors and one 
temporary pastor. The work they have 
accomplished here stands as a 
monument to their memory. 


The priests and parishioners share 


equally the claim to any glory or 

pride in what has been achieved during 
the many past years. Everyone who 
has ever been a member of this 

parish is part of its history and has 
helped, in some way, to shape 

its destiny. Those of us who will reap 
the harvest of all the prayers, 
sacrifices, and good works which made 
this new parish church possible, thank 
them and ask God to bless them 


in a very special way. 


Truly, God has been good to our 


Lr 


SCHOLA 


SACRISTY 
Jen 
SS 


SANCTUARY ‘ 


ou 
KS 


— 

—9 (a 

ae _—— 
SS 242 
SS == 2a 

Ss Seo 


Ul) 
Uh 
Nt 
\ 


Our Patroness 
Our Lady of Consolation 


Every human being at some time or 
other stands in need of comfort 
and consolation. This life is filled with 
distress and depression, with 
sickness of body and soul, with 
afflictions of the mind and heart and 
body. In all these sufferings, in all 
these terrors, Mary stands ready 
to comfort and console. 

We pray to her as the comforter of 
the afflicted. St. Paul tells us that 
just as we are called to share in 
many of the sufferings of Christ, so too 
we can expect the comfort of Christ. 
In a similar way we suffer the 
sorrows of Mary and feel through her 
that we also will receive comfort. 
She was a great consolation 
to her divine Son in His suffering and 
and death. 

St. Ignatius the Martyr says: “Mary 
has compassion on the miserable 
and afflicted, and knowing 
what it is to suffer, she is ever ready to 


administer consolation.” 

Mary consoles the sorrowing by her 
example. Although she witnessed 
and shared Christ’s sufferings 
from the crib to the cross, she never 
gave way to useless and unrestrained 
grief. Nobody ever suffered as she did; 
and nobody was ever as brave and 
courageous in sorrow as she was. 

This consoles us. 

So all the afflicted of the world can 
take their stand on the hill of 
Calvary, as we point to the Mother of 
God and the sufferings she bore for 
Jesus. The sight of our sweet, 
suffering Mother makes our burden 
lighter. 

From the cross Jesus gave Mary to us 
as our Mother, and as a Mother she 
shows all the tender interest, all 
the lively sympathy, all the deep 
devotion, all the compassion and 
effective charity that are found in 
the heart of a mother. 

We quote St. Bernard: “‘Mary has 
become all to all, and her affectionate 
heart is open to all, that all may find 
whatever they need, the slave 
his liberty, the sick his health, the 
afflicted comfort, and the sinner 
pardon.” 

Through Christian history those who 
followed and imitated Mary have been 
the greatest helpers of the afflicted. 

Every one of us can imitate Mary as 
a consoler. Every one of us at some 
time or other needs consolation. 

Our Lady of Consolation will inspire 
you to console others and will 
bring you consolation in your need. 


Father Alvin J. Jasinski 


Father Alvin Joseph Jasinski was 
born on August 6, 1910, in Michigan 
City, Indiana, of John S. Jasinski 
and Clara L. Symski Jasinski. 

He completed his primary education at 
St. Mary’s Parochial School in May, 
1925, and enrolled at St. Joseph’s 
College, Rensselaer. There he 
completed his four years of 

high school and two years of college. 
This was the first step toward the 
priesthood. In September, 1931, 

he entered St. Meinrad Major 
Seminary for two years of 


philosophy and four years of theology. 

Ordained by the Most Rev. John F. 
Noll in the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne, 
May 22, 1937, Father Jasinski 
offered his First Solemn Mass on the 
following day in his home parish, 

St. Mary’s, Michigan City. 

His first assignment was to the 
Rev. Joseph J. Seimetz of St. Mary’s 
Parish, Decatur, in June, 1937. In 
1942, Bishop Noll transferred 
Father to serve as assistant 
to the Reverend Joseph Zobel of 
St. Mary’s, Hammond. 

Father Alvin entered the Chaplain 
Corps of the United States Army 
at the School for Chaplains, 

Harvard University, at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, in September, 1942. In 
November, Father Jasinski was 
assigned to the 338th Infantry 
Regiment, 85th Infantry Division, 
Camp Shelby, Mississippi. He remained 
with his regiment for the duration 

of the war, taking part in the 
Louisiana maneuvers, desert training 

in Southern California and in 

North Africa. He served his regiment 
and his country with distinction 
throughout the African and Italian 
Campaigns during 1944 and 1945. He 
was awarded the Bronze Star and 

the Purple Heart for the 

meritorious service he had given. 

After returning to the United States 
in the autumn of 1945, Father 
Jasinski was appointed assistant to the 
Reverend Joseph Hammes of St. 
Mary’s, Crown Point, where his 
service endeared him to the 
hearts of the pastor and people. He 
was discharged from the Army 
in December, 1945, with the 
rank of Captain. 


In June, 1947, Father was assigned 
by Bishop Noll to organize a new 
parish at Independence Hill. In 
keeping with his devotion to 
Our Blessed Mother, Father dedicated 
the infant parish to her Immaculate 
Heart. He remained here for two 
years. For all who knew him, 
the two years Father Alvin 
spent at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish had but one moment of 
regret—the day it was learned 


that he had been assigned 
by the Bishop to another field 
of labor. 


Father William Plotzki 


Father William Plotzki was born on 
November 10, 1910, at Hammond, 
Indiana. He attended St. Casimir’s 
School, and Catholic Central 
High School of that city. He began his 
studies for the holy priesthood at 


Father William Plotzki 


Orchard Lake, Michigan, and 
entered St. Meinrad’s Seminary for 
theology. He was ordained on 
June 6, 1936, by Bishop Noll. 

On July 2, 1936, he received his first 
appointment as assistant of St. Peter’s, 
Fort Wayne, and on August 22nd was 
transferred, as assistant, to 
Holy Angels Church, Gary. On June 16, 
1937, he was appointed Chaplain of 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Kokomo, 
where he remained for a year, when he 
was made assistant at St. Andrew’s, 
Fort Wayne. 

On July 8, 1939, he was appointed 
assistant at St. Joseph’s, Hammond. 

Assigned to Immaculate Heart 
of Mary on July 7, 1949, where 
he served until February 17, 1953, he 
was then assigned to St. Rose, 
Monroeville, Indiana, where he died on 
August 28, 1958. 


Father Roman S. Wojcicki 


Father Roman S. Wojcicki was born 
at Lubin, Poland, on April 20, 1912. 
He prepared for the holy ministry 
at Orchard Lake, Michigan, and 
St. Meinrad Seminary. He was ordained 
June 3, 1939, by Bishop Noll. The 
next month he was assigned to 
Sacred Heart Church, La Porte, as 


assistant to Father Ignatius Gapezynski. 


After serving at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, assigned to serve as 


Father Roman S. Wojcicki 


Pastor at Otis, Indiana, where he died 
on September 8, 1963. 


Father Leo J. Armbruster 


Father Armbruster was born in 
Shelby, Ohio, December 13, 1916, the 
son of Jerome Armbruster and 
Catherine Moore Armbruster. He 
attended the elementary school 
of St. Mary’s in Shelby. He 
entered and completed his minor 
seminary course at St. Meinrad, 
Indiana. After a three year course at 
Catholic University of America, 
he was assigned to take his 
course in Theology at St. Mary’s 
Seminary, Baltimore, Maryland. 

He was ordained in the chapel of the 
Seminary, November 17, 1943. On 
December 10, 1943, he was 


assigned as assistant at St. Peter’s in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. In June, 1956, 
he was appointed as assistant 
to Father Westendorf at St. Mark’s 
Parish, Gary, Indiana. 
On July 8, 1959, he was appointed 
pastor of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish in Independence Hill. 
On September 16, 1962, Father 
Armbruster was named a Director of 
the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine of the Crown Point area. 


Father Leo J. Armbruster 


On April 30, 1963, he was 
made pastor of Notre Dame Parish in 
Michigan City, Indiana, where he is 
still serving. 


Vocations 


God’s grace is limitless. All the 
faithful may merit a share of His graces 
through the sacraments administered 
in every parish. One of the greatest 
of divine graces is the vocation to 
the spiritual life in the priesthood or in 
a religious community. This grace 
is an unmerited gift offered by 
God to a select few. If the offer is 
accepted by submission of the human 
will to the Divine, the Church gives 
its approval through the Bishop or 
religious superior. Thus far, only 
one member of our parish has entered 
the religious life—Judith C. Kwasny. 


Sister Joseph Ann, S. Sp. S. 


Sister Joseph Ann of the Missionary 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit is the 
former Judith C. Kwasny, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Kwasny. 


She made her First Holy Communion 


in the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church on April 24, 1949, She is 
pictured with the rest of the class on 
another page of this history. 

She became an aspirant in 
September, 1955, a postulant in 
September, 1958, and pronounced her 
final religious vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience on June 24, 
1961 at the convent of the Holy 
Spirit, Techny, Illinois. 


Our Present Pastor 
Father Herman A. Schoudel 
The Reverend Herman A. Schoudel 


was born August 10, 1915, in Waterloo, 


to Mathias and Johanna Schoudel. 
After attending public grade 

school there for eight years, he 
entered preparatory school, 

St. Lawrence College, Mount Calvary, 
Wisconsin, then St. Gregory’s 
Seminary, Mount Washington, Ohio, 
for two years of philosophy, and 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Norwood, Ohio, for four 

years of theology. 

He was ordained by the Most 
Reverend John F. Noll at the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, 
Fort Wayne, June 7, 1941, and 
said his first Mass at St. Michael’s 
Church, Waterloo, June 8, 1941. 

His first appointment was as 
Assistant Pastor at St. Peter’s 
Church, Fort Wayne, in July of 1941, 
where he also served as Fort 
Wayne Deanery CYO Director 
and athletic Director for the City 
Program. 

He was commissioned a First 
Lieutenant in the United States 


Army on November 11, 1943, 
and served with the Air Force 

in Atlantic City, New Jersey, until 
May, 1944, after attending 
Chaplain’s School at Harvard 
University. 

He was then assigned to overseas 
duty with the lst Engineer 
Amphibious Special Brigade, 
attached to the 24th Corps, a highly 
trained amphibious landing 
unit in Europe and later in 
operation in the South Pacific and 
Okinawa. Later assignments 
carried him to Japan and Korea. 

Father Schoudel’s decorations 
include the Croix de Guerre, with 
the Bronze Star, a Presidential Citation, 
the Commendation Ribbon and other 
meritorious service ribbons. 

After completion of the war, he 
returned to the United States 
late in 1946 and was named first Pastor 
and Founder of The Little Flower 
Church in Fort Wayne. In 1953, he was 
appointed Pastor at Holy Cross Church 
in Hamlet, also serving as administrator 
of St. Thomas Church in Knox 
during the last few months of 1958. 

He was then assigned to a new 
parish, St. Anthony’s, at Fish Lake in 
LaPorte County, Indiana. In May 
of 1963 he was made Pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 
Independence Hill, to inaugurate 
a new building program, which parish 
was to become known as Our Lady 
of Consolation Parish. 
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The poignant and significant reality of 
Priest and soldier worshiping together 
ona muddy battlefield brought fame 
to Father Schoudel when this 
photograph was reproduced in 

Life magazine. 
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In 1966, Father Schoudel marked 
his 25th Anniversary as a priest 
by a Mass of Thanksgiving. 

Epilog 

The dedication of a new church is 
an historical occasion. 

A history of a parish is limited 
not only in time, but also it is 
limited to the parochial records and 
the memories of those who 
played a part in the making of 
its history. 

Many names and events will 
undoubtedly be omitted due to the 
frailty of the human nature of 
the historian. Because of limited 
space, only those events which 
seemed to be of general 
interest have been selected. Because of 
limited memory, many names will not 
have been included. 

I ask the graceful acceptance of 
this apology to those who may 
feel that some serious omission 
has occurred. 

I thank all those priests and 
people who have contributed pictures, 
accounts of events, and reminders 
of activities, without which 
this history could not have been 
written. Elizabeth Martin 

(Mrs. Andrew Martin) 
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SPECIAL DONORS FOR FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT FOR 
OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION 


Main Altar Mr. & Mrs, H. J. Wirtz, Crown Point 
Altar Equipment and Linens Altar Rosary Sodality 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel Altar Mr. & Mrs. R. Nichels, Crown Point 
Main Tabernacle Mr. & Mrs, M. Fedorchak, Crown Point 
Tapestry (behind Altar) Mr. & Mrs, R. Schiesser, Crown Point 
Ambo (Pulpit Stand) Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Melle, Crown Point 
Communion Stations Mr. & Mrs, A. Martin, Crown Point 
Mr. & Mrs, R. E. Gill, Crown Point 
Baptismal Font ----------- Mr. & Mrs. F. Martin, Crown Point 
Main Altar Crucifix --------------------- Miss Katherine Bick, Crown Point 
Brick Bulletin & Name Structure ----------- Mr. & Mrs. G. Polomchak, Crown Point 
a Mr. & Mrs. F. Sattler, Crown Point — 
Holy Water Fonts & Reservoirs 2----------- Mr. D. Frazin, Chicago, III. 
a . ine Cabrine) ------------- Mr. M. Dore, Chicago, III. 
p eae eceeec=sn--2--=- “The Schoudel Family, Auburn, Ind. 
ee - ae Robert Owens Fami 
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Mr, & Mrs. G. Badovich, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Badovich, Jr. 
Miss Mary Kathryn Bick 
Mr. & Mrs, J. C. Bielak 

Mr. & Mrs, F. Blissmer 

Mr. & Mrs, C, F. Brislen 
Mr. & Mrs, J. Chentnik, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs, J. Chiado 

Mr, & Mrs, T. W. Cole 

Mr. & Mrs, A. Daeg 
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SPECIAL DONORS 


Mr. & Mrs, A. B. Horvat 
Mr. & Mrs, T. Hoyne 
Mrs. D. Hufford 

Mr, & Mrs, A. lannessi 
Mr. & Mrs, R. Janiga 
Mr. & Mrs, F. D. Kattau 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Knaga 
Mr, & Mrs. N. Kovach 
Mr, & Mrs, R. Krampien 
Mr. & Mrs, A. Kvarta 


_ Mr. & Mrs, J: Kwasny 


Mr. & Mrs. R. Lankford 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Laskody 
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Mr. & Mrs, J. Renehan, Sr. _ 
Mrs. M. K. Rohrman 7 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Round 
Mr. & Mrs, F. A. Sattler 


Mrs, L. Schiesser 
Mr. & Mrs, R. Sct 
Mr. & Mrs, 
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Compliments of 
Babe's Cedar Bar 
4477 Cleveland 
Center Garage 
R. R. 1, Box 38 
Gruel Bros., Inc. 


Compliments of 
HOUSE OF ORGANS, INC. 
28 E. Jackson, Chicago, lHinois 


River Oaks Center — Calumet City 


You too will be proud of the fine liturgical tone 
exclusively created by your new 


CUSTOM ALLEN ORGAN 


For Consultation — WE 9-1031 


Congratulations and Our Best 
Wishes to Father Schoudel 
And The Parishioners of 


OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION 


WISE WAY FOOD STORES 


Independence Hill, Rts. 30 and 55 


Mickey Weiss and Arthur Weiss 


Compliments Of 


ROLLING SOUND 


Sound Equipment Distributors 


Rolling Prairie, Indiana 


219-778-5495 


Compliments of 


Cardinal Stritch Council No. 4620 
Knights of Columbus 


Crown Point, Indiana 


In Memory Of 


Our Beloved Founder 


Thos. E. Keough 
1898 — 1966 


Plumbing & Heating 
By 
THOS. E. KEOUGH, INC. 
3515 Broadway, Gary, Indiana 
884-3557 


Compliments of 


DONALD W. NOLAN ROBERT G. CLARK 
Architect Associate 
216 E. Joliet St., Crown Point, Indiana 663-1434 
201 Main St., Hobart, Indiana 942-6633 


Gary, Indiana — 887-3302 


Compliments of 
NICHELS ENGINEERING CO., INC. 


1111 East Main Street 
Griffith, Indiana 


Congratulations to 


Reverend Herman A. Schoudel, Pastor 
and 


All the parishioners of the beautiful new 


Our Lady of Consolation 


We have been proud to furnish the 


Carillon equipment 


THE I. T. VERDIN COMPANY 


2021 Eastern Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 


221-8400 Area 513 


Carillons, Bronze Bell, Automatic Bell Ringers, Tower Clocks 


Compliments of 


THE NORTH SHORE COUNTRY CLUB, INC. 


R. R. 2, Box 129 
Cedar Lake, Indiana 


C. W. Logan — Manager 


J. M. PATEROS STUDIOS, INC. 


Artists — Designers — Craftsmen 


3742 West Fullerton Avenue 


Chicago, I|linois 


772-6718 


Complete Co-ordinated Church Interiors From Design To Installation 


SAUDER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Church Pews 


600 Middle Street 
Archbold, Ohio 


Compliments of 


Henry Kowalczyk 
Lake County Prosecutor 


Compliments of 


GEISEN FUNERAL HOME 


3805 Adams Street 109 N. East Street 
Gary, Indiana Crown Point, Indiana 
884-1121 663-2500 


Compliments of 


INDIANA NATIONAL GUARD 
113th Engineer Battalion 


400 West 11th Street 
Gary, Indiana 


882-3091 


Our Sincere and Best Wishes 
For the Years Ahead 


Independence Hill Branch 


COMMERCIAL BANK 


ACE POWER EQUIPMENT 
Sales & Service 
7200 Broadway, Merriville, Indiana 
769-2415 


MERRIVILLE BAKERY 


We Specialize in Wedding Cakes 
Open Daily 6:30 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. 


7139 Broadway, Merriville, Indiana 


Compliments of 
HALQUIST STONE COMPANY 


Sussex, Wisconsin 


COURTESY T. V. SALES & SERVICE 


64 West 67th Avenue 
Merriville, Indiana 


769-7477 


MERRIVILLE FURNITURE, INC. 
Locasto and Vierk 


Merriville, Indiana 


LAKE COUNTY REALTY, INC. 
For All Your Real Estate Needs 


6858 Broadway, Merriville, Indiana 
887-7331 769-8456 


Compliments of 
CARPETLAND, U.S.A., INC. 


8201 Calumet Ave. 
Munster, Indiana 


TE $-5555 RE 1-7900 


Sealtest Ice Cream 
Fannie May & Russel Stover Candies 
Hallmark Cards — Liquor 
Free Prescription Delivery 


RIBORDY DRUGS 


Route 55 & Highway 30 
769-8491 


Big Enough To Give You Quality Merchandise At Low Prices And 
Small Enough To Serve You In An Interested Manner 


Compliments of 


Compliments of 


A Friend 


CULLIGAN SOFT WATER SERVICE 


1951 W. 80th St. 
Merriville, Indiana 


Compliments of Compliments of 


TONY SMITH DAIRY FARM 


5880 Harrison 
Gary, Indiana 


SAM WRIGHT, INC. 


5284 Broadway 
Gary, Indiana 


Compliments of ; 
Compliments of 
Griffith Ready Mixed Concrete, Inc. ; 
Pierce Iron Works, Inc. 
1108 E. Main Street 


Ornamental Railings 
Griffith, Indiana 


TE 8.2607 St. John 365-2681 
Compliments of Compliments of 
Art Hill Ford Schererville Lumber & Supply Co. 
1000 N. Main Street Specializing in ‘‘Preassembled Homes” 


Crown Point, Indiana Schererville, Indiana 


Compliments of 


Compliments of ; ; 
Niemeyer Farm Service, Inc. 


Ray Shem Buick 


142 N. Main Street 
Crown Point, Indiana 


Limestone — Honegger Feeds — Stone 


Crown Point, Indiana 


663-1042 
Compliments of Compliments of 
Henderlong Lumber Co. Schilling Bros. Lumber Co. 
Foote Street Rt. 41 North of St. John 


Crown Point, Indiana 365-3711 
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Compliments of 
McFARLAND LUMBER CO. 


503 E. Main Street 
Griffith, Indiana 


TE 8-1180 


Compliments of 


GARY COMPANY 
Heating — Air-Conditioning 


2101 W. 11th Avenue, Gary, Indiana 


882-9171 


Compliments of 


BULLOCK & SONS, INC. 


Asphalt Paving Contractor 
New Driveways — Seal Coating 


Crown Point, Indiana 


663-0842 


Compliments of 


LOOMIS HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 


609 Merriville Road 
Crown Point, Indiana 


Compliments of 
CROWN POINT MINIATURE GOLF 


N. Main Street 
Crown Point, Indiana 


Compliments of 
FARM BUREAU CO-OP 


402 N. Jackson, Crown Point, Indiana 


663-0018 


Compliments of 
COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION CO. 


7608 Broadway 
Merriville, Indiana 


769-2407 


Compliments of 
CROWN FEED & SUPPLY 


1000 E. Joliet 
Crown Point, Indiana 


663-0139 
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